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Win a nation for Christ?  Here is a key ingredient....an army of warrior wall builders 
who extend the boundaries of the City of God and create new exciting sacred spaces 
in the economy and culture where Jesus is Lord. 
 
I told you last week that I want to share with you the revelation of the mystery of the 
144,000 of Revelation.  This is not "pie-in-the sky" esoteric fluff.  I want to bring this 
home to the here and now of a concrete strategy that is outlined for us by the Lord on 
how to heal the nations. 
 
So lets get our orientation and perspective:  
My theme in this series is God has a prophetic destiny for us here in Southern Africa. 
Things are falling apart politically, economically, socially to such an extent that we 
are asking the question of Ezekiel "Can these bones live?" 
Our answer is God's answer to Ezekiel yes they will live again as God's nation 
because He will lead you out of Babylon back to our lost land (our destiny and 
calling) and you will rebuild Jerusalem and rebuild the temple. 
We are following the strategy of Nehemiah and Ezra in the rebuilding process of 
restoring their economy, their culture, their relationship to God and most importantly 
their calling to be a light to the nations around them. 
This theme of "coming out of Babylon" is repeated in the book of Revelation with the 
end result of a new temple, a new Israel, a new Jerusalem as God's plan to heal the 
nations....and that is where we the people of God in Southern Africa come into the 
picture.... 
Prophetically Jesus is the heir to inherit the nations (Psalm 2) and scripture says we 
the Church are His co-heirs and the reference in both Isaiah 18 and Zephaniah 3:10 to 
the "people beyond the rivers of Ethiopia", which is we the Church in Southern Africa 
are to bring a "present to the Lord" which in actual fact means prophetically we are to 
bring to Jesus His promised inheritance....the peoples of  Southern Africa must be 
brought into the Kingdom of God. 
 
Ok, do you have the plot so far? 
 
Nehemiah and the Wall Builders 
 
I want to give you a critical piece of strategic information which is going to be a key 
to a successful "rebuild and heal the nation" vision.  God is preparing in churches 
across the land an army of 'wall builders"!  They are going to hear what a new 
generation of Nehemiah leaders are going to cry out as Nehemiah did to the people: 
 
Neh. 2:17-18 "Then said I unto them You see the distress that we are in how 
Jerusalem is laid waste and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come let us build 



up the wall of Jerusalem that we be no more a reproach....and they said Let us rise 
up and build. So they strengthened their hands for this good work." 
 
And if you read further the whole chapters 3-6 of Nehemiah is the great project of 
everyone climbing in where they were and each taking responsibility for building the 
wall of the city that faced them.   There is a word for us here which I will explain. 
 
But first let me fast forward now to the book of Revelation and the great city of the 
New Jerusalem and see what insights there are for our day today in the great task 
before us. 
 
Un-Locking the New Jerusalem 
 
The great vision of the New Jerusalem found in Rev. 21-22 is a mystery in a riddle 
wrapped in an enigma (to quote Winston Churchill).  But when you open this mystery 
box there is great revelation to be found. 
 
I want you personally to really crack this riddle and be encouraged that the Lord will 
help you because He said this... 
Prov. 25:2 "It is the glory of God to conceal a thing but the honour of kings to 
search out a matter." 
 
The reason you need to search this matter out is this....what flows out of the city and 
what flows into the city of God. 
Rev. 22 tells us that what flows out of the city is a river of life for the salvation of 
people and there are fruits and leaves from the tree of life in the city for the healing of 
the nations. 
What flows into the city are all those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of 
life and the kings of the earth bring their glory and their gifts into the city and the 
nations of the earth of those that are saved walk in the light of the city.... 
 
So if we are to have a vision for saving our people and healing our nation and 
teaching our people how to walk in the light of God's laws then it would seem to me 
that we need to build some New Jerusalem's here in Southern Africa. 
 
To help you crack the New Jerusalem code let me tell you what it is not... 
It is not a literal city coming out of heaven and sitting on the earth. John is told who it 
is, not what it is....it is the Bride of Christ....which is the Church. 
 
The measurement of the city is a great clue....it is 12,000 furlongs on each of four 
sides and in height.  A furlong is .125 of a mile (660 feet) which would measure 1,500 
miles on a side and in height. A literal city of 1500 cubic miles sitting on earth would 
reach into space and cause the earth to capsize! 
 
But keep in mind John's Christian believers in the cities of Asia are reading this...what 
message is it telling them?  If they did a quick calculation then this city of New 
Jerusalem would be the same size as the city of Rome (i.e. the Roman Empire) from 
the banks of the Rhine to Africa north to south and from Britain to Turkey east to 
west.  What is that telling them?  Go into all the Roman Empire and convert Rome 
into the New Jerusalem! 



 
And what is it telling us today?   
Well 12,000 furlongs on a side is 7,920,000 feet 
And the mean diameter of planet earth is 7,917.512 miles. 
What is that telling us?  Go into all the earth and cover the earth with the New 
Jerusalems, the Kingdom of God and save the nations and heal them and teach them 
to walk in the light of God's Word! 
 
Which brings me to that important building component of the walls.... 
 
Revelation 21 tells me this about the walls. 
The walls are 144 cubits high. A cubit is 18 inches which makes the wall 216 feet 
high...not high at all considering the height of the city. 
The walls have 12 foundations each a different precious stone and each foundation 
named for one of the 12 apostles. 
 
What is this telling us? 
Walls are there to demarcate the limits if the city. What is inside the city is different to 
what is outside the city. 
Outside the city Revelation 22:15 says are "For without are dogs, and sorcerers and 
whoremongers and murderers and idolaters and whosoever loves and makes a 
lie..."  
The other important thing outside the city are the nations that walk in the light of the 
city and their kings and great ones bring their gifts and glory into the city as tribute 
and obedience to King Jesus. 
Can you see this is not a picture of heaven.  This is not paradise in heaven.  This is 
here and now....this is the Church ministering to the nations! 
 
What is inside the city? 
Inside is the tree of life and the river of life.  The city is also declared to be the 
tabernacle of God that contains the presence of God on earth. So again I ask you who 
contains the presence of God, out of whom flows the river of life?  Out of whom 
shines a light on a hill for the nations? 
 
Which brings us now to the 144,000 of Rev. 7&14....12,000 out of each of the 12 
tribes...a group of God's people who follow the Lamb wherever He goes.  Who are 
they and what does this mean? I don't know how many cults and weird doctrines have 
grown up out of this mystical 144,000 of Revelation.  The Jehovah's Witnesses had 
their own crazy interpretation...only 144,000 elite actually make it to heaven, the rest 
of us ordinary "Jonadabs" stay on earth...which made me wonder what incentive was 
there to save more people as it only diminishes your chances to be one of the lucky 
elite who make it to heaven.   
 
Whenever you need interpretation of scripture it is always good to allow other 
scripture to interpret scripture.  When I saw the scripture that said they were 12,000 
out of each tribe of Israel chosen....I remembered a similar scripture in Numbers 31:4-
5..."And Moses spoke to the people...out of every tribe a thousand throughout all 
the tribes of Israel shall you send to war.  So there were delivered out of the 
thousands of Israel a thousand out of every tribe twelve thousand armed for war." 
 



That gave me the interpretation I needed....the 144 cubit height of the wall pointed me 
to the 144,000.  The fact that the foundation of the wall was the 12 apostles was a 
further clue.  The fact that the 12 jewels of the foundation were the same 12 jewels in 
the breastplate of the High priest led me to the "weapons of our warfare" and the 
"breastplate of righteousness." 
 
Now I go back to Nehemiah and his wall builders and I go again to the New 
Jerusalem and the pieces come together. 
 
God is raising up warrior bands out of all the tribes of churches.  These are Apostolic 
companies.  They build on the foundations of the Apostles. 
 
What do they do?  They build the walls of the Kingdom of God.  But these are 
fascinating walls.  They are not static, they are not rigid.  They are constantly 
expanding. 
 
On the one side are the lost and dying, the nations what walk in darkness.  On the 
other side is the place where Jesus is Lord and the light of the glory of God shines. 
 
They take territory for God and His people.  Inside the walls is a territory that says 
"Holiness unto the Lord".  Holiness in Hebrew is "kadosh", meaning separated for 
God's use.  They are redeemers.  They redeem lost people and places and bring them 
into and under the Lordship of Jesus....people and things and riches and places that 
now can be used by the Lord for His glory and His purposes. 
 
Let me clarify further why I say Apostolic companies.  There is much confusion today 
in the church about apostles.  We have a lot of preachers now calling themselves 
"apostles".  I understand that and I give honour to those who do the great work of an 
apostle. 
 
But by Biblical definition an apostle like Paul is someone who lays a new foundation 
where nobody has built before.  Missionaries do that.  Church planters do that.  Now 
here is where I think this gets exciting about the warriors of the wall building the New 
Jerusalem's perimeter. 
 
I see a new vision on what is going to constitute Apostolic ministries.  I see God 
raising up new warriors who have a vision from God to extend the borders of the wall 
of the City of God to take new territory. 
 
I see them going into economic and cultural and social parts of the world.  Zachariah 
saw this too. Here is what he prophesied  
Zach 14;20 "In that day shall there be upon the bells of the horses Holiness Unto 
the Lord...yea every pot in Jerusalem and in Judea shall be holiness unto the Lord 
of hosts"  
 
Things that look ordinary will be like holy implements in the Temple. Meaning? The 
warrior bands are going to say this factory and its equipment is now to be used for the 
Lord's purpose, the internet is now to be used for the Lord's purpose and so must the 
people's finances and our transport system and our school rooms and the farm land 
and the buildings of the city....all have a new label on them "Holiness Unto the Lord". 



 
What turns them from ordinary things used wrongly by sinners to holy implements is 
that God's Apostolic warrior bands redeem the earth and its riches to be used for the 
purposes of God. 
 
Across South Africa and in our churches are people with skills and callings on their 
lives.  They are specially prepared for such an hour.  They are going to be in strategic 
places where God has placed them to hear the voice of God saying like Nehemiah to 
the people of Jerusalem...there where you are you are responsible for repairing the 
waste places and building a wall.  That wall will designate that that which before was 
used for non-Kingdom purpose has now been repurposed, it is now Holy Unto the 
Lord. 
 
Now be clear in what I am describing here.... 
I am not a supporter of the idea of just sending people on their own.  Paul travelled 
with a company.  I believe any great purpose of God requires people to covenant with 
others and tackle a project as a team....a warrior band. Such a group requires apostolic 
leadership but we need to expand our vision of where God is sending His new 
apostolic companies and who or what kind of leadership is required. 
 
Our great strategic problem in the way we do church today is that we are not creating 
a platform to bring God's people together so that those who must work together 
regardless of which local assembly they attend on a Sunday....Monday to Friday they 
and their team are out there winning territory for the Kingdom of God. 
 
This will require the realization of what I have emphasized before...the vision of the 
'City Church"...bringing God's people to together in networks over city regions so that 
warrior Apostolic bands can be formed to take territory for Christ.    
 
If this message resonates with you and you feel an apostolic calling to do new creative 
projects for the Kingdom of God...go for it!  The Lord will send you the people and 
the resources you need for the battle. 
 
Let's explore more of this vision in future....  


